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Subject: Deer Creek Park Property Donation
Submitted by: Sarah Novo Date: February 27, 2018

Department: Parks & Recreation

Staff Recommendation: It is recommended that that City Council of the City of Rocklin approve the
following resolutions:

e Resolution of the City Council of the City of Rocklin Approving Agreement for Dedication of Land
(Deer Creek Park).

e Resolution of the City Council of the City of Rocklin Authorizing the City Manager to Execute an
Amendment to Reciprocal Parking & Access Easement and Maintenance Agreement.

e Resolution formally adopting this dedicated land as park space and approving the name “Deer
Creek” park

BACKGROUND: The land commonly referred to as Deer Creek Park faces Pacific St., just North of Farron
St. and West of the railroad tracks, and includes a large quarry and variety of rock outcroppings which
are currently privately owned. This parcel initially came to the attention of the Code Compliance division
by way of a report of blighted conditions, graffiti and a homeless encampment on site. In response to
the reported concern, Code Compliance initiated conversation with the property owner to determine a
timeline for the abatement of graffiti and the removal of an accumulation of trash and debris. Through
extensive conversations with the property owner, it was determined that the owners of record were
unaware of their stake in this property and were under the impression that their property only included
the adjoining Good Year Tire building and surrounding parking lot. The property owners and staff
conducted substantial research into the boundary lines with the result being that the Good Year parcel
extends to meet the property line of the neighboring Reibes Auto Parts lot, thus encompassing the area
known as Deer Creek Park.

The property owner has since decided to survey the land and perform a lot line adjustment;
formally separating the Deer Creek Park from the Good Year Tire lot. During this process, the owner has
also shared their intention of donating this space to the City as park land. The Deer Creek Park site
includes a myriad of boulders tucked inside a grove of oak trees, and features a large quarry, which
according to historic documents, is known as ‘Brigham and Hawes’ and may have been Rocklin’s first
quarry opened in 1861. Stone from the Brigham and Hawes Quarry was used in construction work on
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the Southern (then Central) Pacific Railroad and also helped to construct the State Capitol at
Sacramento. After changing hands several times, this property came into possession of Degan & Brady,
who removed stone from the quarry for the construction of Hibernia Bank and the Crocker Building in
San Francisco, CA.* (* Historical information furnished by A. W. Grindell of Rocklin.)

Years later and immediately South of the quarry, Gene and Pete Geick operated the Deer Creek

Lumber Company for many years until it closed approximately 10 years ago. The Geick family owned
property and a source of lumber for their business on Deer Creek - a stream in Nevada County, CA.
which serves as the namesake for both the Deer Creek Lumber Yard and the adjoining park.

FINDINGS, CONCLUSIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS:

Findings:

History - This property offers a snapshot of the history of Rocklin quarries to the public for
educational purposes as well as enjoyment of natural elements.

Unique Amenities -This property serves as a natural playground as well as a serene nature area
for both passive and active outdoor recreational opportunities, and offers unique amenities not
captured in Rocklin’s existing parks.

Donation - The owner is interested in donating this property to the City.

Deer Creek park history - According to historic documents, this land was known as Brigham and
Hawes Quarry and may have been Rocklin’s first quarry opened in 1861. Stone from this quarry
was used in construction work on the Southern (then Central) Pacific Railroad. Brigham & Hawes
operated this same quarry later and took out stone for the State Capitol at Sacramento. This
quarry, after changing hands several times, came into possession of Degan & Brady, who
removed stone for the construction of Hibernia Bank and the Crocker Building, San Francisco. It
was named after Deer Creek in El Dorado County, CA. which was also the namesake for Deer
Creek Lumber Company operated just South of the quarry.

Site size and features — This property features 1.059 acres of granite rocks, oak trees and native
vegetation.

Recommendations:

Staff recommends that the City Council adopt resolutions approving the agreement for
dedication of land and authorizing the City Manager to execute an amendment to reciprocal
parking and access easement and maintenance agreement. Secondarily, should Council approve
adoption of this park; Staff also recommends the naming of this site Deer Creek Park.

Alternatives:

The City may choose not to accept this donation, and the property would remain privately
owned.
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Fiscal Impact: There is no fiscal impact in the purchase of this land, as it is intended to be donated by the
current owner. This park will be maintained by park staff providing routine clean up and trash removal.
As this park has no routine landscape or irrigation requirement, maintenance related costs are minimal.

2 A e, S
(’-jz -h n-'ﬁ_ S Gk 7 /. / ,-'.'A—.::':(:'é/-- (o A
Ricky A. Horst, City Manager Steven P. Rudolph, City Attorney
Reviewed for Content Reviewed for Legal Sufficiency

Attachments:
e Resolution of the City Council of the City of Rocklin Approving Agreement for Dedication of Land
for Park Purposes (Deer Creek Park).

e Resolution of the City Council of the City of Rocklin Authorizing the City Manager to Execute an
Amendment to Reciprocal Parking & Access Easement and Maintenance Agreement.

e Resolution approving the name of Deer Creek Park



