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Recommendation 
 
Staff recommends the Planning Commission approve the following: 
 
RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF ROCKLIN APPROVING A 
NOTICE OF EXEMPTION (Atria Rocklin Storage Building/DR2018-0002) 
 
RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF ROCKLIN APPROVING A 
DESIGN REVIEW (Atria Rocklin Storage Building/DR2018-0002) 
 
Proposal/Application Request 
 
This application is a request for approval of a Design Review to allow the construction of 
a 1,361 square foot storage building within the existing landscape area at the northwest 
edge of the existing Atria Rocklin Senior Living & Memory Care facility.  
 
Owner/Applicant 
 
The applicant is: The Olympus Group, Inc.  
The property owner is:  ARHC CAROCCA01 LLC, A Delaware Limited Liability Company. 
 
General Site Information 
 
The subject site is a developed senior living and memory care facility located at 3201 
Santa Fe Way. Assessor Parcel Number (APN) 017-350-051. The proposed storage 
building is located at the northern edge of the developable area of the property as 
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shown in Figure 1 (the northerly half of the property is designated Wetlands and cannot 
be developed).  
 

Figure 1 – Aerial/Vicinity Map 

 
 
Background 
 
Atria Rocklin Senior Living & Memory Care (previously Rocklin Villas and Casa de Santa 
Fe) was originally approved in 1999 (SPU-99-08 and DR-99-05) as an assisted living 
facility to provide care for residents with memory loss and consisted of the single story 
complex within the southwest portion of the property (Phase 1). In 2000, the 2-story 
independent living units (Phase 2) were approved along with an additional single story 
Alzheimer’s unit and a clubhouse at the north and east portion of the property (DR-
2000-17). The expansion was completed in late 2003 and the facility has been in 
operation since that time. 
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Design Review 
 
The applicant is now requesting a modification to the approved design review to add a 
1,361 square foot storage building to the project. The storage building will be used for 

general maintenance supplies for daily operations of the overall site. No changes are 
proposed the existing site circulation or emergency vehicle access.  

Project Architecture 
 
The project site is not located within any of the City’s adopted Architectural Districts, 
and is therefore subject only to the architectural requirements of the Citywide Design 
Review Guidelines and the Municipal Code. As the existing development has already 
gone through design review approval, staff reviewed the proposed building for 
consistency with the architecture of the existing facility. Staff’s initial concern was that 
the new storage building should blend in with the existing buildings and not stand out 
from view along Stanford Ranch Road and Park Drive. Faux windows were added to the 
rear elevation to give the appearance of a living unit rather than a storage building, and 
thus, better blend with the existing buildings. All of the windows have trim to match the 
existing buildings. Figures 2 and 3 below show the faux windows along the rear 
elevation that will be visible from Stanford Ranch Road and Park Drive. 
 

Figure 2 – Rear Elevation 

 
 

Figure 3 – Faux Window Detail at Rear Elevation 



Planning Commission Staff Report 
Atria Rocklin Storage Building 
June 19, 2018 
Page 4 
 
 

 

Colors and Materials 

The project proposes to use the same color scheme as that of the existing buildings as 
shown in Exhibit A and Figure 4 below. The windows, trim, and garage door will all 
match the existing buildings. The new storage building will have red concrete Spanish 
style roofing to match the existing buildings. The stucco on the sides and rear of the 
building will extend all the way down to finish grade.  
 

Figure 4 – Proposed Colors and Materials to Match Existing 
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Landscaping and Drainage 
 
The project is proposed to be located within an existing landscaped embankment 
between the existing perimeter driveway and the retaining wall and fencing that 
separates the wetlands on the property from the developed area of the facility as shown 
in Figure 5 below.  The project does not propose to disturb the existing retaining wall 
and fence; to ensure that there is no disturbance of the wetland area a condition has 
been included in the draft resolution to require the fence and wall remain in place. 
 

Figure 5 – Existing Landscaped Embankment 

 
 
The area around the new building will be re-landscaped with groundcover, shrubs and 
vines as shown on Exhibit A, Sheet L1 and L2, of the Design Review Resolution. 
Recommended conditions of approval require the landscape plans be revised to include 
trellises along the bottom portion the building facing the wetlands. The landscape plans 
are conditioned to include climbing vines to grow onto the trellis to further enhance this 
portion of building area that will be visible from the public right-ofway. The existing tree 
located next to the trash enclosure will remain.  
 
The storage building is proposed to include roof gutters that will carry all runoff to 
downspouts at the front of the building that will convey runoff to the existing driveway 
and an existing storm drain inlet. 
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As conditioned, staff finds the proposed storage building architecture, including colors, 
materials, landscaping, and drainage to be consistent with the existing development.  
 
Environmental Determination 
 
The City of Rocklin’s Environmental Coordinator has reviewed the proposed project and 
determined that it is categorically exempt from review under the California 
Environmental Quality Act pursuant to Section 15303 – New Construction or Conversion 
of Small Structures and Section 15311 – Accessory Structures. For a more in-depth 
discussion of the environmental evaluation and conclusion, please refer to the Notice of 
Exemption attached to the Resolution prepared for the proposed project. 
 
General Plan and Zoning Compatibility 
 
The project site is designated as Business Professional/Commercial/Light Industrial 
(BP/COMM/LI) in the Rocklin General Plan and is zoned Planned Development Business 
Professional/Commercial (PD-BP/C). The northern portion of the property is designated 
Recreation/Conservation and is zoned Wetlands. This area of the property cannot be 
developed and no construction or construction activity is proposed in this area. 
Recommended conditions of approval include a requirement for temporary protective 
fencing to be installed to ensure that no construction related activities, equipment, or 
vehicles encroach into the wetlands.  
 
 Staff finds that the proposed project is compatible with the existing General Plan 
designation and Zoning and is consistent with the Citywide Design Review Guidelines 
and the existing development of the site.  
 
Summary 
 
Given the above, staff recommends that the Planning Commission approve the Notice of 
Exemption prepared for the proposed project and approve the Design Review (DR2018-
0002), subject to findings and conditions of approval. 
 
 
Prepared by Shauna Nauman, Assistant Planner 
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