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ROCKLIN

CALIFORNIA

City Council Report

Subject: Chapter 1.20 Claims Ordinance
Submitted by: Steven Rudolph, City Attorney Date: February 13, 2018
Ord. No. 1088

Staff Recommendation: Move to Adopt an Ordinance of the City Council of the City of Rocklin
amending the Rocklin Municipal Code (“RMC”) to repeal and re-enact Chapter 1.20 regarding Claims.

DISCUSSION
The proposed ordinance was introduced at the regular City Council meeting on January 23, 2018.

Chapter 1.20 of the Rocklin Municipal Code was last amended in 2001 through the adoption of
Ordinance 845. As currently written, the RMC sets forth certain basic procedures relating to claims
against the City and generally points the reader to the applicable government code sections. A copy is
attached as Exhibit “A”.

The Government Code specifically empowers cities to establish their own policies and procedures for
the presentation of claims for money or damages for situations not covered by state law. The purpose
of expanding the situations requiring the presentation of a claim to the City is to insure the City has
notice of potential disputes, and an opportunity to resolve disputes before litigation is filed.

Local claims procedures must generally be consistent with the requirements of state law, and must be
established by ordinance.

The proposed ordinance includes the following key provisions, among others:

1. Requires all claims against the City to adhere to the procedures set forth in the ordinance.

2. Establishes that no ligation can be filed against the City until a claim has been presented to and
acted upon by the City.

3. Provides the City Manager with claims settlement authority up to $50,000, which is the
maximum amount of authority that can be delegated under state law.

4. Establishes the contents of a claim, and time limits for presenting and acting upon a claim.

Under the proposed revisions to Chapter 1.20, the City Manager, or his designee, would be authorized
to determine the sufficiency of claims and give written notice to the claimant of the insufficiency as well
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as to determine if claims have been filed in a timely fashion, and if not, to give the notice required by
Government Code Section 911.3 regarding the failure to file a claim in a timely fashion. Late claims, as
required by Government Code section 911.6, shall be presented to the City Manager. A copy of the
proposed ordinance is attached as Exhibit “B”.

Settlement Authority. Pursuant to Rocklin Municipal Code section 2.20.040(E) and Resolution No. 2015-
280, the City Manager has authority to authorize settlements up to $50,000 which is the limit set in the
Government Code for delegation of settlement authority. Settlement of claims in excess of $50,000
would be presented to the City Council for authorization. No changes to this delegation are
recommended at this time.

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the City Council adopt the proposed ordinance repealing and re-enacting
Chapter 1.20 of the Rocklin Municipal Code relating to claims. The proposed ordinance contains
more detailed guidance to both staff and citizens regarding the process for filing claims.

FINANCIAL IMPACT
1. None.
ALTERNATIVES

1. Provide further direction to staff.

2. Do nothing.
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Ricky A. Horst, City Manager Steven P. Rudolph, City Attorney
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ORDINANCE NO. 1088

ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF ROCKLIN REPEALING
AND RE-ENACTING CHAPTER 1.20 OF THE ROCKLIN
MUNICIPAL CODE RELATING TO CLAIMS

The City Council of the City of Rocklin does ordain as follows:
Section 1. Purpose. Chapter 1.20 of the Rocklin Municipal Code sets forth

the requirements for filing claims against the City of Rocklin (“City”). The purpose of
this Ordinance is to update the City’s claims procedures.

Section 2. Authority. The City Council enacts this ordinance under the
authority granted to cities by Article XI, Section 7, of the California Constitution and
Government Code Section 935.

Section 3. Amendments to Chapter 1.20. Chapter 1.20 of Title 1 of the
Rocklin Municipal Code is hereby repealed and re-enacted to read as follows:

Chapter 1.20 - Claims and Demands Against City
1.20.010 State provisions and applicability of chapter.

The provisions of this chapter recognize that the general claim procedures
applicable to the city and all local public agencies are governed by the provisions of the
California Government Code, Part 3, Chapters 1 and 2 of Division 3.6, commencing with
Section 900 and following. The provisions of this chapter are enacted pursuant to the
authority contained in Government Code Section 935 and shall apply to all claims
against the city for money or damages, including all claims which are excepted by
Government Code Section 905; provided, that such claims are not governed by any
other statutes, ordinances or regulations.

1.20.020 Presentation of claims — Prerequisite for bringing suit.

No suit subject to this chapter may be brought against the city until a claim has
been presented to and acted upon by the city, pursuant to the provisions of
Government Code Section 945.4. Any action brought against the city on a claim after it
has been presented to and acted upon by the city shall be subject to the provisions of
Government Code Sections 945.6 and 946. Any action brought against any employee of
the city of Rocklin shall conform to the requirements of Sections 950 through 951 of the
Government Code. Only the person who filed the claim may bring such action, and if
another person should do so, judgment shall not be rendered for the plaintiff.


http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=GOV&sectionNum=935
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=GOV&sectionNum=905
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=GOV&sectionNum=945.4
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=GOV&sectionNum=945.6
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=GOV&sectionNum=946
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=GOV&sectionNum=950
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=GOV&sectionNum=951

1.20.030 Authority of city manager.

Pursuant to Government Code Section 935.4, the city council delegates authority
to the city manager and his/her designees to review all claims for sufficiency and to
reject any and all claims. The city council delegates to the city manager, or his or her
designee, authority to allow, compromise, or settle claims, including workers’
compensation claims, for an amount up to and including fifty thousand dollars. The city
council shall have sole authority to allow, compromise, or settle claims for an amount in
excess of fifty thousand dollars.

1.20.040 Contents of claim — Review for sufficiency.

A claim shall be in writing, verified by the claimant or by his or her guardian,
conservator, executor or administrator, and shall be presented to the city clerk by the
claimant or by a person acting on the claimant’s behalf. The claim shall show all
information as required by Government Code Section 910. The foregoing reference to
Government Code Section 910 shall not be construed to authorize a class action, and no
claim may be filed on behalf of a class of persons unless verified by every member of
that class. The city manager, or his or her designee, shall review all claims for sufficiency
of information. The city manager, or his or her designee, may, within twenty days of
receipt of a claim, either personally deliver or mail to claimant a notice stating
deficiencies in the claim presented. If such notice is delivered or sent to claimant, the
city shall not act upon the claim until at least fifteen days after such notice is sent.

Pursuant to Section 930.2 of the California Government Code, the city may enter
into written agreements containing provisions governing the presentation of claims
including, but not limited to, time limitations. The provisions of this chapter shall apply
to all claims arising out of written agreements except to the extent the provisions of a
written agreement conflict with the terms of this chapter, in which case the provisions
of the written agreement shall control.

1.20.050 Time limitation for presentation of claims.

Pursuant to Government Code Section 911.20, any claim specified in Section
1.20.010 shall be presented within the following time limitations:

A. Claims relating to a cause of action for death, injury to person or to personal
property shall be presented within six months after the accrual of the cause
of action.

B. Claims relating to any other cause of action shall be presented within one
year after the accrual of the cause of action.
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1.20.060 Time for action by city.

Pursuant to Government Code Section 912.4, the city council or city manager or
his or her designee, as applicable, shall act on a claim within forty-five days after the
claim has been presented. By mutual agreement of the claimant and the city council or
city manager or his or her designee, as applicable, such forty-five-day period may be
extended by written agreement. If the claim is not acted on within forty-five days, it
shall be deemed to have been rejected on the forty-fifth day unless such time period
has been extended, in which case it shall be denied on the last day of the period
specified in the extension agreement.

1.20.070 Application to file a late claim.

Any applicant who fails to file a claim within the time period required by Section
1.20.050 may submit a written application to the city for leave to present a late claim,
pursuant to the provisions of Government Code Section 911.4. The city manager, or his
or her designee, shall grant or deny the application to present a late claim within forty-
five days after it is presented to the city, in accordance with the provisions of
Government Code Sections 911.6 through 912.2, inclusive.

1.20.080 Time barred claim.

Nothing in this chapter revives or reinstates any cause of action that, on the
effective date of this chapter, is barred by failure to comply with any previously
applicable statute, ordinance, or regulation requiring the presentation of a claim prior to
a suit subject to this chapter, or by failure to commence any action thereon within the
period prescribed by an applicable statute of limitations.

1.20.090 Effective date of chapter.

Subject to Section 1.20.080, the provisions of this chapter shall apply
retroactively to any causes of action occurring prior to the effective date of the
ordinance codified in this chapter; provided, however, that a claimant who has a cause
of action occurring more than ten months before the effective date of the ordinance
codified in this chapter shall file a claim within sixty days after this chapter’s effective
date in accordance with its provisions or such claim shall be barred.

1.20.100 Claims for class actions.

No claim presented to the city on behalf of a class of persons shall be sufficient
unless such claim is verified by every member of that class or by his or her guardian,
conservator, executor or administrator. Notwithstanding the foregoing, class actions
shall not be allowed in any case challenging a city tax, fee, assessment or any other
charge imposed by the city.
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1.20.110 Exhaustion of remedies.

Prior to seeking judicial relief with respect to a dispute regarding a tax, fee,
assessment or other charge imposed by the city, an aggrieved taxpayer, fee payer or any
other party must first: exhaust any administrative remedies specified by any other
provision of this code or applicable law; pay the full amount owed, including penalties
and interest; and present a claim for refund as required by this chapter, the
Government Claims Act, Government Code Section 910, et seq. and any other applicable
law.

Section 4. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall take effect 30 days after the
date of its adoption.

Section 5. Environmental. The City Council hereby finds that this Ordinance
is not subject to review under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant
to CEQA Guidelines sections 15060, subdivision (c)(2) (the activity will not result in a
direct or reasonably foreseeable indirect physical change in the environment) and
15061, subdivision (b)(3) (there is no possibility the activity in question may have a
significant effect on the environment).

Section 6. Severability. If any section, sub-section, sentence, clause, phrase
or portion of this Ordinance is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional by
the decision of any court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the
validity of the remaining portions of the Ordinance. City Council hereby declares that it
would have adopted the Ordinance and each section, sub-section, sentence, clause,
phrase or portion thereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or more sections, sub-
sections, sentences, clauses, phrases or portions to be declared invalid or
unconstitutional.

Section 7. Publication. Within fifteen days of passage of this ordinance, the
City Clerk shall cause the full text of the ordinance, with the names of those City
Councilmembers voting for and against the ordinance, to be published in the Placer
Herald. In lieu of publishing the full text of the ordinance, the City Clerk, if so directed by
the City Attorney and within fifteen days, shall cause a summary of the ordinance,
prepared by the City Attorney and with the names of the City Councilmembers voting
for and against the ordinance, to be published in the Placer Herald, and shall post in the
office of the City Clerk a certified copy of the City Councilmembers voting for and
against the ordinance. The publication of a summary of the ordinance in lieu of the full
text of the ordinance is authorized only where the requirements of Government Code
section 36933(c)(1) are met.
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INTRODUCED at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Rocklin held
on January 23, 2018, by the following vote:

AYES: Councilmembers:

NOES: Councilmembers: None
ABSENT: Councilmembers: None
ABSTAIN: Councilmembers: None

PASSED AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of
Rocklin held on February 13, 2018, by the following vote:

AYES: Councilmembers:
NOES: Councilmembers:
ABSENT: Councilmembers:
ABSTAIN: Councilmembers:
Kenneth Broadway, Mayor
ATTEST:

Barbara Ivanusich, City Clerk

First Reading: 1/23/18
Second Reading: 2/13/18
Effective Date: 3/15/18
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